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Subject: Verification/determination of timber taxonomy 
Method(s): Identification of wood taxonomy 

using microscopic analysis.  
The anatomy of the analysed sample was found to be characteristic of the wood shown in the 
table below. 

Sample information Analysis result (scientific name and trade name) Overall Grading 
LSN: PPA-TM-BIR-2023 
13-layer plywood (18mm)  
Declared taxon:  
Betula sp. 
Declared origin: 
 China 

Sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023 – had anatomical features characteristic of 
Betula sp. (birch) please see pages 6 to 10 of report for micrographs of 
sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023 layers 1 to 13. 
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Subject: Verification/determination of timber taxonomy 
Method(s): Identification of wood taxonomy 

using microscopic analysis.  
The anatomy of the analysed sample was found to be characteristic of the wood shown in the 
table below. 

Sample information Analysis result (scientific name and trade name) Overall Grading 
LSN: PPA-TM-BIR-2023.1 – Top layer 
13-layer plywood (18mm)  
Declared taxon:  
Betula sp. 
Declared origin: 
 China 
 

Sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.1 – had anatomical features characteristic of Betula sp. (birch) please see 
page 6 of report for micrographs of sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.1. 

 
 

LSN: PPA-TM-BIR-2023.2 – Inner layer 
13-layer plywood (18mm)  
Declared taxon:  
Betula sp. 
Declared origin: 
 China 
 

Sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.2 – had anatomical features characteristic of Betula sp. (birch) please see 
page 6 of report for micrographs of sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.2. 
 

 

LSN: PPA-TM-BIR-2023.3 – Inner layer 
13-layer plywood (18mm)  
Declared taxon:  
Betula sp. 
Declared origin: 
 China 
 

Sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.3 – had anatomical features characteristic of Betula sp. (birch) please see 
page 6 of report for micrographs of sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.3. 
 

 

LSN: PPA-TM-BIR-2023.4 – Inner layer 
13-layer plywood (18mm)  
Declared taxon:  
Betula sp. 
Declared origin: 
 China 
 

Sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.4 – had anatomical features characteristic of Betula sp. (birch) please see 
page 7 of report for micrographs of sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.4. 
 

 

LSN: PPA-TM-BIR-2023.5 – Inner layer 
13-layer plywood (18mm)  
Declared taxon:  
Betula sp. 
Declared origin: 
 China 
 

Sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.5 – had anatomical features characteristic of Betula sp. (birch) please see 
page 7 of report for micrographs of sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.5. 
 

 

LSN: PPA-TM-BIR-2023.6 – Inner layer 
13-layer plywood (18mm)  
Declared taxon:  
Betula sp. 
Declared origin: 
 China 
 

Sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.6 – had anatomical features characteristic of Betula sp. (birch) please see 
page 7 of report for micrographs of sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.6. 
 

 

LSN: PPA-TM-BIR-2023.7 – Inner layer 
13-layer plywood (18mm)  
Declared taxon:  
Betula sp. 
Declared origin: 
 China 
 

Sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.7 – had anatomical features characteristic of Betula sp. (birch) please see 
page 8 of report for micrographs of sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.7. 
 

 

LSN: PPA-TM-BIR-2023.8 – Inner layer 
13-layer plywood (18mm)  
Declared taxon:  
Betula sp. 
Declared origin: 
 China 
 

Sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.8 – had anatomical features characteristic of Betula sp. (birch) please see 
page 8 of report for micrographs of sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.8. 
 

 

LSN: PPA-TM-BIR-2023.9 – Inner layer 
13-layer plywood (18mm)  
Declared taxon:  
Betula sp. 
Declared origin: 
 China 
 

Sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.9 – had anatomical features characteristic of Betula sp. (birch) please see 
page 8 of report for micrographs of sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.9. 

 

LSN: PPA-TM-BIR-2023.10 – Inner layer 
13-layer plywood (18mm)  
Declared taxon:  
Betula sp. 
Declared origin: 
 China 
 

Sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.10 – had anatomical features characteristic of Betula sp. (birch) please see 
page 9 of report for micrographs of sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.10. 
 

 

LSN: PPA-TM-BIR-2023.11 – Inner layer 
13-layer plywood (18mm)  
Declared taxon:  
Betula sp. 
Declared origin: 
 China 
 

Sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.11 – had anatomical features characteristic of Betula sp. (birch) please see 
page 9 of report for micrographs of sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.11. 
 

 

LSN: PPA-TM-BIR-2023.12 – Inner layer 
13-layer plywood (18mm)  
Declared taxon:  
Betula sp. 
Declared origin: 
 China 
 

Sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.12 – had anatomical features characteristic of Betula sp. (birch) please see 
page 9 of report for micrographs of sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.12. 
 

 

LSN: PPA-TM-BIR-2023.13 – Inner layer 
13-layer plywood (18mm)  
Declared taxon:  
Betula sp. 
Declared origin: 
 China 
 

Sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.13 – had anatomical features characteristic of Betula sp. (birch) please see 
page 10 of report for micrographs of sample PPA-TM-BIR-2023.13. 
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Explanation of common wood anatomy terms 

 

Figure 1. Diagram of a cube of wood showing the three planes that are inspected to define the features present in the sample. The 
example shows the three planes of a block of Quercus sp. (oak). 

Page 4 shows examples of Betula sp. Taken from: InsideWood. 2004-onwards. Published on the Internet. 
http://insidewood.lib.ncsu.edu/search [date accessed: 15.04.2021].  Pa
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Sample information 
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Evaluation criteria 

 

 

Sample 
Number 

Features found present - [Alfonso et al., 1989; 
InsideWood, 2004-onwards] 

Genus 
Identified 

Species 
Identified 

PPA-TM-BIR-
2023.1 to PPA-
TM-BIR-
2023.13 

1p 5p 14p 16p 17p 22p 24p 41p 48p 49p 61p 66p 
69p 76p 77p 92p 93p 97p 98p 104p Betula sp. Pa
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Sample micrographs 
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Page 4 shows examples of Betula sp. Taken from: InsideWood. 2004-onwards. Published on 
the Internet. http://insidewood.lib.ncsu.edu/search [date accessed: 15.04.2021].  
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